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Dear Parents/Carers and Students
Mass Asymptomatic Testing of Students
I hope this letter finds you well and coping with this most recent lockdown. It really will be something we talk
about for years to come which gives me comfort as that means at some point it will be over, and ‘normality’
will have returned.
I am writing to ask you to give consent for your child to be tested for COVID-19 if you have not already so
done.
Thank you to the parents/carers of 1100+ students who have already responded and given consent, you do
not need to give consent again.
If you have not yet given consent it may be for several reasons:
1)

You missed the deadline and would like to give consent – the consent window has been
reopened.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hhYKeFegP0WaIFk6R205TgfRQ4XkLwhIu9RXzoj
G7opUREZRTVRUMUVOOTFWUUVCU0dGWTlSQ1MxRi4u

2)

You were worried that your child would be tested by our staff (who are not medically
trained). Please be reassured that all the staff have undergone the necessary online training
and we have been assisting adult testing for several weeks now and today tested the students
in the Priority School. We also do not test your child directly but give them instructions on how
to swab themselves.

3)

Your child is concerned about having the swab ‘stuck down their throat and up their nose’.
The child administers the swab themselves with a member of staff instructing them. This means
that they will have more control than perhaps they realised. Whilst I cannot say the process is
‘comfortable’, I can say the process does not ‘hurt’.

4)

You do not want your child tested every day, you would rather they self-isolate if they have
been in close contact with a positive COVID-19 case. The government have removed the plans
for us to carry out ‘serial 7-day testing’ so if your child is a close-contact of a positive COVID-19
case they will be sent home to self-isolate for 10 days. Your child will be tested once when
school re-opens and then once again 3-5 days later. They will not be tested on a weekly basis.

5)

You are concerned that your child will be in close contact with an adult administering the test
which will increase your child’s risk of contracting COVID-19. The member of staff who assists
your child will be behind a Perspex screen and wearing PPE. They will pass the sterile swab
packet to your child, who will remove the swab, swab their own tonsils and nasal passage and
then return the swab to the container for testing. At no point will the member of staff come
into close contact with your child or indeed touch the swab. Your child will then be instructed
to wipe down the bay before the next student is tested.

6)

You are concerned that other students will know if your child tests positive. As part of the
consent process, you will be asked for a preferred email/mobile number and NHS will contact
you directly regarding the test result. In the case of a positive test, we will need to ask your
child with whom they have been in close contact during social times (as we were doing before
this latest lockdown) and then use classroom seating plans to work out other close contacts.
This is to enable us to ensure these students then self-isolate for 10 days.

7)

You are concerned that the testing site cannot be sterile as we are a school not a hospital. We
have followed strict guidelines in setting up the testing site, training staff and cleaning the site
as outlined in the Clinical Standard Operating Procedure published by the Department of Health
and Social Care.

Fig 1. Registering for a test

Fig 2. A testing bay

Fig 3. Processing a test

I hope I have answered any questions you may have had about the testing process and that you feel
comfortable to give consent. For information regarding Privacy/Consent Information and GDPR please see the
original email sent on the 13/1/2021.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions.
Yours sincerely

Mrs T Davies
Deputy Headteacher

